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Theoretical background 

Wikis and their use in higher education 

 

The importance of collaborative working at university 
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Using wikis for collaborative working at university  



Journal of Perspectives in Applied Academic Practice | Vol 3 | Issue 2 (2015) 

The Use of Wikis Within the Virtual Learning Environment to Support Collaborative Working and their Influence on 
Students’ Learning Experience 
 

© 2015 Journal of Perspectives in Applied Academic Practice 53 

Research context 

Data collection and analysis methods 

 

 

 

 

Results 
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Table 1 Student perceptions of the usefulness of the wiki (Note: Mean and standard deviation are based on 5 = Strongly agree and 1 = 

Strongly disagree) 

 Agree Unsure Disagree Mean 
Standard 

Deviation 

Q1: I understood how the wiki would form part of the assessment. 
16 

70% 

6 

26% 

1 

4% 
3.91 0.85 

Q2: The use of the wiki was beneficial to collaboration within our group. 
9 

39% 

3 

13% 

11 

48% 
3.00 1.21 

Q3: The wiki has made the coursework more complicated than necessary. 
9 

39% 

8 

35% 

6 

26% 
3.13 0.97 

Q4: The VLE wiki offered enough features to be a useful platform for 

working on the report as a team. 

8 

35% 

6 

26% 

9 

39% 
2.96 1.02 

Q5: The transparency of the wiki has motivated us all to contribute equally. 
10 

43% 

4 

17% 

9 

39% 
3.00 1.24 

Q6: I would consider using a wiki again to support group work in the future. 
10 

43% 

3 

13% 

10 

43% 
2.96 1.36 

 

 



Discussion 

Perceived benefits of a wiki 

The specificities of VLE wikis 
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‘Competition’ with other Web 2.0 technologies 

VLE wikis and collaboration between students 

 

Conclusions 
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Implications for practice 
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