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ABSTRACT 

Wooing, hooking up and spinning stories are not the usual behaviours to describe academics and the ways they make 

connections with other scholars. These behaviours are now how some academics build relations for research, support and 

professional development as a part of the way they work in and across academia with social media use. How academics reveal 

facets of their identity online and use social media speak to ideas about identity and agency in the contemporary university. 

Academics are using social media in the university and this has risks to both the academy and the academic. Academics are taking 

on these risks in different ways, publically representing their academic selves and their research, building networks of 

connections with other scholars and using Twitter to be (non) strategic to benefit their research interests and inquiries. In this 

paper, we focus on how academics use Twitter to make connections and relations with others. The paper draws on preliminary 

findings from a study of academics using Twitter that used a modified snowball recruitment method to garner participants. 

Informal interviews were used to discuss how the academics used Twitter, what images they used to represent and describe 

themselves. How their academic identity was represented online as branding, strategic or not, and their various relations was a 

starting point in this analysis. We examine the themes of academics branding and being (non) strategic by the stories they told of 

relationship building on Twitter. That is wooing, or having conversations on specific topics to make a connection and 

demonstrate relevance, hooking up, or networking, and spinning stories, or rather enacting professional dialogues. We argue 

that these behaviours demonstrate how some academics are an example of a new type of 21st century academic and conclude by 

suggesting that in doing so they are examples of new ways of being and becoming an academic context. 
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Twitter and academia: Current literature  

Transforming what it means to be an academic: Context  
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Table 1 Our profiles and examples of our Twitter activity 

Researcher Tweets Photos/ 

Videos 

Most recent tweet JOINED 

@rellypops 

 

Academic, teacher educator, ex 

musician, researcher, writer, 

photographer 

9,759 1,111 RT: what bullying looks like in 

different age groups 

February 2011 

@kyliebudge 

 

Academic, educator, researcher, 

writer, printmaker 

10.3k 145 RT: V&A #onthisday image of 

william morris wallpaper; tweet 

commemorating his death 

August 2011 

@MeganJMcPherson 

 

Artist, academic, researcher, 

educator, writer 

25.6k 579 Pinned tweet: link to 

#academicswhotweet project page 

August 2011 

NB: Information as at 12:42pm 6/10/2014 
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Table 2 List of participants (by pseudonym), their role in academia, location and period that they joined Twitter for professional 

engagement 

 NAME  

(pseudonym) 

ROLE  

(participant labelling) 

LOCATION JOINED 

Rochelle Academic development Australia November 2009 

William  Scholar UK March 2009 

James Researcher UK June 2009 

Olivia Researcher USA July 2006 

Peter Scholar UK February 2007 

Mia Scholar Unknown June 2012 

Eileen Academic Ecuador April 2010 

Grace Researcher Australia May 2009 

Conrad Academic Australia January 2008 

Rebecca Academic UK March 2007 

Alan Academic USA November 2009 

Nicole Scholar Australia November 2007 

Helen Academic Australia September 2011 

Melissa Scholar Australia March 2009 

Brooke Academic UK March 2011 

Liam Scholar USA February 2012 

Hope Academic Australia August 2012 

Clementine Academic Australia November 2008 

Louise Scholar USA May 2009 

Stephanie Academic & PhD student USA February 2011 

Paige Academic New Zealand Unknown 

Diana Academic UK March 2009 

Clint Academic & PhD student Australia May 2007 
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 NAME  

(pseudonym) 

ROLE  

(participant labelling) 

LOCATION JOINED 

Graeme Academic USA January 2009 

Ridge Academic UK February 2009 

Tania Academic Australia Unknown 

Elisa Research news & support Australia  Unknown 

Elizabeth Academic UK June 2009 

Nigel Academic USA October 2010 

Ian Academic Australia November 2010 

Belinda University administration Australia September 2009 

Sally Research Fellow Australia April 2012 

Ross Academic Australia May 2010 

Julia Academic Australia May 2009 

  

Methods 

http://www.meganmcpherson.com.au/awt_projects.html
http://chatwithrellypops.wordpress.com/academic-who-tweet-2014-2015/
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What’s your angle? Initial reporting of emerging themes  

● 

● 

● 

● 

● 
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Concluding remarks 

. 

Biographies 
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